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Contributions/Donations are Invited for the Welfare of Elders/Sr. Citizens for the establishment of
“APNA GHAR™ A home for Sr. Citizens of Bihar & Jharkhand Proposed to be Constructed
Under the ageas of  KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SAN Sfl"llA,\'".&.

Kankarbagh, Pat -
Contact No. :- 09431073769, 995%?/77308, 9308727077
i E-mail :- kewalsachsamajiksansthan33@gmail.com

Help the helpless Elders/Sr. Citizen. For which your
Contribution and Donation are essential.
Your Coopertation in this direction can make a diffrence
in the lives of many Sr. Citizens.

KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SANSTHAN

el

A/C No. - 0600010202404
Bank Name - United Bank of India
IFSC Code - UTBIOKKB463
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In December 2015, when negotiations were still at a delicate stage, defence ministry file notings
have indicated that there was interference from the PMO.

M.K. Venu
n what could
I trigger yet

another politi-
cal storm over
the Rafale controversy,
fresh facts have surfaced
with regard to the proce-
dures adopted by the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment while clearing the
purchase of 36 aircraft.
Highly placed sources
have confirmed to The
Wire that it is officially re-
corded in government files
that the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) was com-
promising the negotiating
position of the defence min-
istry, which by the end of
2015 was discussing vari-
ous sensitive aspects of the
deal.
What is signifi-
cant is that the PMO is

named in the internal
memos as causing prob-
lems to the negotiating po-
sition of the defence min-
istry team. As per proce-
dure, the defence
ministry’s contract nego-
tiation committee has ex-
perts who make a com-

pletely independent as-
a—

sessment of the purchase
of defence equipment.
The committee’s decisions
and assessments are then
sent to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS).
But here, there are indica-
tions that the PMO was
trying to make premature
interventions. Itis unlikely

that these file notings,
made by defence ministry
officials, were placed be-
fore the Supreme Court.
However, it is possible that
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) may
have accessed these files.
The national auditor is yet
to finalise its own report on
the Rafale deal. The Wire
has learned that while the
CAG draft report has
raised questions over pro-
cedures adopted in execut-
ing the aircraft deal, it has
steered clear of the pric-
ing controversy and has at
this stage made no assess-
ment of the offset con-
tracts given to the private
sector. Sources said the
defence ministry’s negoti-
ating team, which works
under the overall supervi-
sion of the Raksha Mantri
— Manohar Parrikar, at the
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time — had reached a criti-
cal stage of negotiations
for the 36 Rafale aircraft
by December 2015.

It may be recalled
that after Modi abruptly
announced the new deal in
France on April 10, 2015,
the Defence Acquisition
Council headed by
Manohar Parrikar for-
mally approved the ‘Ac-
ceptance of Necessity for
buying the jets in May
2015. In the subsequent six
months, the actual negotia-
tions had gathered pace.
By December 2015, the

Features B

negotiations were poised Ll < -

very delicately and the law  was compromising itsne- to one highly-placed Security for clearance in
ministry had noted that a gotiating position. It source with knowl-  August 2016. There was
sovereign guarantee from seemed that the edge of the matter.  obviously some resistance

France for the future per- PMO
formance of the

Then in January from the defence ministry
2016, the con- negotiation team to various

Rafale tract negotiation  aspects at various stages.
contract committee It is learnt that the in-
was a nec- finalised all as-  creased benchmark price
essary con- pects of the of 36 Rafale jet aircraft —
dition for a new deal ex- from5.2billoneurosto 8.2
government- cept that the billion euros —was resisted
to-govern- _ financial by many members of the
ment deal. terms — the team before being sent to
Not surpris- ' 3— most tricky  the the CCS. The defence
ingly it was in y RO : — : aspect — minister at the time neither
the same month ) “-__’\ A ac was put off by a few put his signature on the in-

— December . was in- months. Finally, the con- creased price nor did he
2015 - that the terfering at this stage. troversial deal was fully sign off on diluting the sov-
defence ministry o ffi- Andthisgotrecordedinan finalised and taken to the ereign guarantee to a mere
cially noted that the PMO internal memo, according Cabinet Committee for letter of comfort.
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| Features

notwithstanding, sends out the
message that this time Modi is truly on his own.

Sujata Anandan
nion minister
U Nitin Gadkari
is hopping
mad at the
media.

“The media is left
with absolutely no integ-
rity,” he told this corre-
spondent last week while
flatly denying he had said
any of the things attributed
to him in the past couple
of weeks. “They put
words in my mouth over
my Pune speech [wherein
he is supposed to have
said ‘success has many
fathers and failure is an
orphan’]. And my Delhi
address was taken out of
context [he was reported
as saying “if he were party
president, he would have
to be held responsible for
the bad performance of his
MPs and MLAs’].” Be
that as it may, those com-
ments are now being inter-
preted as the bugle of re-
volt against Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah — not
just by political rivals or

the media but also by a
whole section of the BJP,
who adore Gadkari from
his days as party president.
They are chafing at the
tight grip of the Modi-Shah
duo on the party and their
refusal to allow any party
man room for basic dissent
or even simple disagree-
ment. Gadkari may be pro-

testing too much. He could
not have made those com-
ments without the backing
of the top brass of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and the con-
fidence that they would
back him up in the event
of a fallout with the party
leadership. Although the
minister is wary of being

asked if he is bidding for
the prime minister’s post
in 2019, Dilip Deodhar, an
RSS ideologue, told this
correspondent he has
warned Gadkari that his
caste (Brahmin) is all
wrong for the job of prime
minister. “The RSS still
needs an OBC to weave
the larger community of
Hindus together at the next
elections and Modi contin-
ues to be their best bet in
this regard.” Even so,
sources say recent events
have shown that Modi may
not have the complete
backing of the RSS, whose
leadership has been upset
at his dictatorial, winner-
takes-all style. Mohan
Bhagwat had warned re-
cently that the Sangh will
not support any particular
party in the next elections.
“Since its inception, RSS
has kept itself aloof from
the party politics and the
politics influenced by
castes and creeds and will
continue to do so,” the RSS
chief said.

The leadership
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may be using the more-
amenable Gadkari — a
Nagpur politician whose
proximity to the RSS is
well-known — to divide
and rule the BJP. During
the recent elections to the
Hindi heartland states, the
party did not have the full
support of the pracharaks
as it did in 2014. The
BJP’s defeat in these
states is being attributed to
the withdrawal of that sup-
port and Gadkari’s state-
ments are now seen by
pracharaks on the ground
as confirmation and reaf-
firmation of Mohan
Bhagwat’s
earlier state-
ment that the
RSS will not
work for any
political party
in 2019.
Gadkari’s
seeming re-
bellion, his pro-
testations not-
withstanding,
now rein-
forces that
fact but also |
sends out the | .
message that [
thistime Modi

is truly on his own. How-
ever, the pracharaks can
nonetheless look to
Gadkari and the RSS to
pick and choose the can-
didates they will work for
and ensure their victories.
According to one such
pracharak, there is a feel-
ing within not just the RSS
top brass but also among
its grassroots workers that
the Modi-Shah duo has
unduly cashed in on their

Features

hard work and never ac-
knowledged anyone else’s
contribution, taking all the
credit for themselves. Per-
haps that is why the com-
ment that party leaders
should learn to accept fail-
ures as well as successes.
When the RSS supported
Modi in 2014, even they did
not believe the BJP could
reach an absolute majority
on its own. “ We had
thought 210-230 (seats) at
the most, the rest would
come from allies,” said one
RSS ideologue. This time
they will be happy to settle
for less than 200 for only

the drastically reduced
majority will cut Modi
down to size and help the
RSS contain their high-fly-
ing pracharak-turned-most
inaccessible prime minister
of all times — a man who
has been not just trying to
rid India of the Congress
but also, subtly, of the RSS
even if he is in tune with
their ideology. Gadkari is
very important to those
plans for he is an amiable,

amenable man, networked
with many other political
parties and an old-fash-
ioned politician who does
not believe political rivals
should be sworn enemies.
He is said to be building
bridges with many oppo-
sition parties, including
former NDA and UPA al-
lies, for just such an even-
tuality in 2019.

With Sushma Swaraj 0s-
tensibly out of the race,
Arun Jaitley unlikely to
win a popular election,
L.K. Advani too old for
the office (in any case
neither of them is popular

with the RSS) and
Manohar Parrikar, an-
other RSS favourite, seri-
ously ailing, the Sangh is
left with only two options
—Rajnath Singh and Nitin
Gadkari— who they can
trust to head the parlia-
mentary party in 2019 and
not get above themselves
as Modi-Shah have done.

However, with
Gadkari denying he ever
said the things attributed

=l

to him, where does that
leave things for Modi and
Shah? Continuing to be
suspicious of both the RSS
and its blue-eyed boy,
Modi has not been on talk-
ing terms with Gadkari for
months now and Shah
treats the former president
of the BJP little better than
an ordinary party worker.
That relations between the
two sides are at rock bot-
tom is one of the worst-
kept secrets in political
circles. If Gadkari is re-
sentful, he has not let it
show and even after mak-
ing these remarks, which
have shown
him as a poten-
tial rebel, he
g has tried his
¥ best to
Bsmoothen
| things in pub-
lic. His sup-
porters pri-
vately claim
that the Modi-
Shah combine
will work to
get Gadkari
- defeated in
Nagpur, thus
finishing off
the possible
threat after the elections.
It may be somewhat fan-
ciful, but it indicates the
deepening mistrust in the
Gadkari camp. The rift
between the two sides —
Modi-Shah on one and
Gadkari, possibly backed
by the RSS on the other —
is now a reality. Whether
Gadkari has the strength,
the heft or the willingness
to stand up to the duo re-
mains to be seen.
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