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Contributions/Donations are Invited for the Welfare of Elders/Sr. Citizens for the establishment of
“APNA GHAR” A home for Sr. Citizens of Bihar & Jharkhand Proposed to be Constructed
Undergtheiageas of *“ KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SANSTHAN 3

Kankarbagh, Patna -)
Contact No. :- 09431073769, 9955077308 9308727077
{ E-mail :- kewalsachsamajiksansthan33@gmail.com

Help the helpless Elders/Sr. Citizen. For which your
Contribution and Donation are essential.
Your Coopertation in this direction can make a diffrence
in the lives of many Sr. Citizens.

KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SANSTHAN

AL Riitgl | - -

A/C No. - 0600010202404
Bank Name - United Bank of India
IFSC Code - UTBIOKKB463
Pan No. - AAAAK9339D
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I News
Aiter PM Modi giited Jill Biden: Lab-grown

diamond market gains momentum

fter Prime Min-
ister Narendra
Modi gifted Jill
Biden, usS
President Joe
Biden's wife, the 7.5 carat
lab-grown diamond at the
White House, the market
for these gems have
gained momentum, Aukera
Jewellery Founder and
CEO Lisa Mukhedkar said.
"Two years ago, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
took 7.5 carat (lab-grown)
diamond to the White
House (and gifted it to Jill
Biden) and that was a
demonstration of his belief
in this product. And there-
after, the market for these
gems have gained momen-
tum. Overall, the govern-
ment policy has been pro-
grown diamonds," she told
UNI in a video interview
on the sidelines of an event
held by her signature
Aukera Jewellery.
Mukhedkar said
PM Modi supports grown
diamonds because they are
considered more sustain-
able and environmentally
friendly compared to
mined diamonds. "The rea-
son that our Prime Minis-
ter is in favour of grown
diamond is because it is
more sustainable and is
more earth friendly choice.
That is the reason he is
promoting it. My diamonds
also are cut and polished
in Surat. Nine out of ten

A

diamonds come out of
Surat. So, there is employ-
ment provided. There is no
loss of firegn exchange
because it is not imported,”
she said. Mukhedkar said
PM Modi and the central
government has been ac-
tively endorsing grown dia-
monds due to their per-
ceived sustainability, eco-
nomic, and ethical advan-
tages.

""Last year in union
budget, the import
duty on

mine dia-%

mond seed i“.

has been re-

duced. So the

policy has
been  very
much in favour *
of grown dia-
monds and for

good reason," she

told UNI in aéb

video interview on

the sidelines of an 3

event held by her
signature Aukera
Jewellery. Mukhedkar also
implied that grown dia-
monds are seen as a more
ethical choice, potentially
referring to concerns over
labour practices and envi-
ronmental impact associ-
ated with traditional dia-
mond mining. Lab-grown
diamonds are created us-
ing a process that involves
placing a diamond seed in
a reactor and simulating
the high temperature and

pressure conditions found
in the Earth's core. This
results in the growth of a
rough diamond, which is
then cut and polished to
produce the final gem-
stone, Mukhedkar said.
The production of
lab-grown diamonds pri-
marily occurs in Surat.
Once the initial seed is es-
tablished, the entire pro-
cess of growing the

dia- /

X
«
.

mond and pre-
paring it for sale takes
place in India, she said. By
producing lab-grown dia-
monds locally in Surat, and
manufacturing jewelry in
nearby Mumbai, jewelers
can streamline the supply
chain and reduce costs.
Without the need for im-
porting diamonds, over-
head expenses associated
with international trade are
minimised, Mukhedkar ex-
plained. "This enables jew-
elers to offer their products
at fair prices to consum-

ers. Additionally, with the
jewellery being manufac-
tured domestically, it can
easily be distributed to
various parts of the coun-
try, further optimizing logis-
tics and potentially reduc-
ing delivery times for cus-
tomers," she said.
Indeed, lab-
grown diamonds have
been around for several
decades, but their ac-
ceptance and recog-
_ nition as genuine
~_ diamonds in the
Y‘ - market have
evolved over
«sit time. In 2018
when the US
Federal Trade
Commission
4. (FTC) offi-
cially
recognised
lab-grown
diamonds as
diamonds, it had a pro-
found impact on the mar-
ket, Mukhedkar said. Be-
fore this acknowledgment
by the FTC, lab-grown dia-
monds may not have re-
ceived the same level of
recognition or legitimacy in
the jewelry industry. How-
ever, once the FTC con-
firmed their status as dia-
monds, it provided clarity
and assurance to consum-
ers, jewelers, and other
stakeholders, leading to in-
creased acceptance and
demand for lab-grown dia-
monds, Mukhedkar said.
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SC directs SBI1 to submit all conceivable details
of electoral bonds by March 21

he  Supreme
Court on Mon-
day asked the
State Bank of
India (SBI) to
disclose all 'conceivable’
details available with it re-
garding electoral bonds,
including the
alphanumerical number
and serial number, for any
of the bonds purchased.
A bench headed
by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud said that to
avoid any controversy in
the future, the chairperson
of the bank should file an
affidavit by 5 PM on
Thursday stating that it has
disclosed all details in its
custody and that no details
have been withheld.” The
court directed. The Court
stated that its February 15
judgment mandated the
SBI todisclose "all details,”
including the date of pur-
chase or redemption, the
name of the purchaser or
recipient, and the denomi-
nation. The use of the
word "including” means
that the details specified in
the judgment are illustra-
tive and not exhaustive.
The Court had fur-
ther directed that the Elec-
tion Commission of India
upload on its website the
details received from the
SBI forthwith upon their
receipt. Last week, the
same  Constitutional
Bench, comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud

T

and Justices Sanjiv
Khanna, BR Gavai, JB
Pardiwala, and Manoj
Misra, heard the plea of
the Election Commission,
which sought to return the
sealed documents contain-
ing details of electoral
bonds furnished earlier to
the court as they had not
retained any copies of the
said documents. During
last week's hearing, the
five-judge bench stressed
the need for the State
Bank of India (SBI) to dis-
close the alphanumeric
number corresponding to
each electoral bond, along
with the details it has al-
ready disclosed regarding
the purchase and redemp-
tion of the bonds. Accord-
ingly, the Apex Court is-
sued notice to the SBI and
directed the matter to be
posted for hearing on Mon-
day, March 18.

The CJI said, “In
the judgment, we had spe-
cifically asked the State

Bank of India to disclose ‘all
details.' That includes the
bond numbers as well. The
bank cannot be selective in
disclosing all details. Do not
wait for the orders of this
court.” Senior Advocate
Harish Salve, appearing for
the State Bank of India,
said, “If the numbers are to
be given, we will give
them. That's no problem.”
He defended the bank by
saying that the current sta-
tus of the disclosure was
based on its understanding
of the court's interim direc-
tive in April 2019. To this
end, the chief justice reit-
erated, “When we say, 'all
details," it includes all con-
ceivable data. This interim
order has merged with our
final judgment. We will
clarify that and say that the
State Bank of India will not
only file the bond numbers
but also ask it to submit an
affidavit saying that it has
not suppressed any details.
The onus should not be on

the court.” Senior Advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, represent-

ing FICCI and
ASSOCHAM, tried to con-
vince the court that the dis-
closure of the bond num-
bers should be deferred.

To this, Chief Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud re-
sponded, “We have no
such application on
board.” When Rohatgi
sought to press his appli-
cation on behalf of indus-
trialists, he questioned how
the information could be
asked to be disclosed when
there was a guarantee of
anonymity. To this, Chief
Justice Chandrachud re-
plied, "Mr. Rohatgi, there
is only one answer. With
effect from April 12,2019,
we directed the collection
of details. Everyone was
put on notice at the time.
This is why we did not ask
for the disclosure of the
bonds sold prior to this in-
terim order, as the CJI
clarified.

KEWAL SACH
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I News

Spiritual leader Sadhguru undergoes
emergency brain surgery, jokes 'doctors cut through

my skull, but found nothing'

S adhguru, the
spiritual leader
and founder of

the Isha Founda-

tion, underwent

an emergency brain sur-
gery due to bleeding in the
skull. The condition was
serious, as he had been ex-
periencing severe head-
aches for four weeks be-
fore seeking medical atten-
tion. Despite his discomfort
for the last four weeks,
Sadhguru continued with his
scheduled activities, includ-
ing conducting the Maha
Shivaratri event, Isha
Foundation said. The se-
verity of Sadhguru's condi-
tion became apparent af-
ter an urgent MRI was con-
ducted on March 14 at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospi-

tals in Delhi, revealing a
massive bleed in the brain,
with evidence of both
chronic and fresh bleeds,
they said. Despite severe
and agonizing symptoms, he
completed his scheduled
meetings on March 14, and
the India Today Conclave
on March 16 under the ef-
fect of a high dose of pain-
killers.

Initially hesitant to
seek immediate medical
attention due to his commit-
ment to never missing a
single meeting in the last 40
years, Sadhguru eventually
agreed to hospitalization,
Isha Foundation said.
Sadhguru's neurological sta-
tus deteriorated rapidly,
with weakness in his left leg
and worsening headaches

with recurrent vomiting,
they said. He was admit-
ted to the hospital on March
17, where a CT scan re-
vealed a significant in-
crease in brain swelling and
a life-threatening shift of
the brain to one side. De-
spite these challenges,
Sadhguru has been making
steady progress in his re-
covery, with his brain, body,
and vital parameters im-
proving to normal levels.
Neurologist Dr. Vinit Suri
of Apollo Hospital said "We
were joking with him that
we have done what we
could but you are healing
yourself. The kind of im-
provement we are seeing
is beyond our expectation.
He is now extremely well.
Allhis brain, body and vital

parameters are normal and
he is making a steady
progress.”

In a video posted
on Sadhguru official 'X'
account post-surgery, he
lightened the mood by jok-
ing about the procedure,
remarking, "The Apollo
hospital neurosurgeons cut
through my skull and tried
to find something. But they
found nothing... totally
empty. They gave up and
patched it up. Here I am in
Delhi, with a patched-up
skull but no damage."
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
took to 'X' to extend their
heartfelt wishes for the
speedy recovery of spiritual
leader.
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a News

1SRO successfully

ands Reusable Launch Vehicle named

aﬁer legendavy spaceship 'Pushpak’

he Indian Space
Research
Organisation
(ISRO) marked
a significant
achievement with the suc-
cessful execution of a
landing mission for its Re-
usable Launch Vehicle
(RLV) named "Pushpak"
from the Aeronautical Test
Range (ATR) in
Karnataka's Chalakere on
Friday. Taking off at ap-
proximately 7 a.m. from
the Chalakere Runway,
this mission represented
the RLV's third landing
endeavor, following previ-
ous successful missions in
2016 and April last year.
In a departure
from conventional meth-
ods, the launch vehicle was
lifted to an altitude of about
4.5 km by an Indian Air
Force helicopter before
being released upon meet-
ing predetermined pillbox

T

parameters. Emphasising
the mission's significance,
ISRO highlighted its inte-
gral role in ongoing efforts
to develop essential tech-
nologies for a fully reus-
able launch vehicle, aimed
at enabling cost-effective
access to space. The
winged vehicle, Pushpak
(RLV-TD), executed an
autonomous landing with
precision on the runway

after being released from
an off-nominal position.
ISRO Chairperson S
Somanath underscored the
importance of the Pushpak
launch vehicle, character-
izing it as India’s bold step
towards enhancing the
affordability of space ac-
cess. Somanath elaborated
on the reusability of the
upper stage, housing ex-
pensive electronics, which
could potentially facilitate
tasks such as refueling in-
orbit satellites or refurbish-
ing satellites, thereby con-
tributing to space debris
reduction.

The Reusable
Launch Vehicle — Tech-
nology Demonstrator
(RLV-TD) project stands
as one of ISRO's most
technologically challenging
endeavors. Its primary ob-
jective is to develop cru-
cial technologies for a fully
reusable launch vehicle,

ultimately aimed at reduc-
ing the cost of space mis-
sions. With a configuration
resembling that of an air-
craft but incorporating
complexities from both a
launch vehicle and an air-
plane, the RLV-TD serves
as a flying test bed to
evaluate various technolo-
gies, including hypersonic
flight, autonomous landing,
and powered cruise flight.
ISRO envisions scaling up
the RLV-TD to serve as
the first stage of India's
reusable two-stage orbital
launch vehicle. In Febru-
ary, Somanath briefed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the RLV mission
during Modi's visit to the
Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre in Trivandrum. The
project, named after the
legendary spaceship in the
Ramayana, is estimated to
have incurred a cost ex-
ceeding Rs 100 crore.

lﬂﬂll. SACH

TIMES | e 2024



TR H Sodr i
ANATE ATl
TITYT AT
(A9 SHIhH

JARE) F AHET A B
foe el =1 SERRy 1 =
FT N BI TA B 40 ARG
el § 17 | AN, 16 W
S, 5 W e urem &y
TaSd (3R) FAE AT
Th-Th e Sitad 9 #@rsh
AR SUR wHyEEl % T g
%l?ﬁawﬁémeﬁa
Sﬁﬁaﬁwﬁ%m

ﬂﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁlmm
o e IrHe % A SN
FET At afa wAR IRE &
e o % & o 21 U
2019 & FehEe & C FWEER
#I TEIT § e < & foau
e HAR *T Rl S <A
AR | S < St g8 e
Tg & 2N TWH TH HRHRE
e HWe & St U de
Tt & 3Ug HEEE & T

¥
bl
i1
i THILS

H o B o Sy A fusa
TS STl ST T AR
Hie off Sfiad Tw wieh 1 aet
fegert emam wEl & fa

A

@gﬁ%lﬁﬁ
srordt 3 wERd |
STt fRTerR dfeRdas Hie ]
Bl & Teed A
e vt & fou B & R
et (3TR) & feed o Jemedt,
g Y die o 1 Wit 2019
% eiRg gl | sferdt 3R
SER A 17-17 e W g
TSI o Safeh Uersrdt & fewd
T 6 9 oM offl 9 o

TS ArRE Hie W S

H B g oft iR Ry el
W W e Hi S| et
off|

& Term urger =it Sita -
Htel w1 39 Heer | 59 et
1 B @l @ €, 9 T
qEaM & =l WA BAR
TG & ¥ delt T dlsh
EENI CRkC e e
fo& @@ 2021 H Tesd ¥ <2
BH % 9K WU H/AR URE

1 Yl diordl & WY o 3R

o OER UR W o A feRm
THEM el T T 9| oAl
T A E & AR f W
qEa faer *t TsHifd o |iha
R® 3R AR 9@ 3R et
F W@ TR R HAR TRE
FH THA TR W Ggd dihd
T <@ T St S 9yt
IRA i Taost 3 @I oft 79 ot
form gz & dum "G w5
TIAE 9AW @ SN Fed o TR
g 3 feot ® aa € ferm
4R HF ® WY AR fmA
AR ot i T o
W 31 W GG HET SER
wEARHE €1 Wl 2020 H
e TEH % e &
TR W 2021 W SR U
Tt & fewm | T2 W e
W e H T o ue "
TYEfd FAR TRA & WA 3
T Y S FE Sedt o
URG & ¥ & W & off
e TAhR Afgehal A=
FEd B, “Taodt § 22 & a1

TIMES | e 2024



%

Tom UEa 3T W® Y ¥
3R <@ T o et wHefhi
F1 wEHYfd forr aeeE &
e off| THfeTT HET 3R] T
T HIRET § FHRT T8t F ol
U o, T @1 oot % e o
A Fiel & X S & Gl
om”

& Wﬂﬁ'i@i‘l’s‘:—ﬁ
T ge & 9% 99 S e fe
o oaE & W9 A st
i Rt ST 31 ETediten 1%
o TR 3 St ol ot Sgferd
T ST S R @R
ff feRm uEE 3 OeHifae
T H TG s TR
e 2020 & R faumae
ITEl % 9% ° & o feR &
T e FAR & faers
TIA A ® Tl faaraen #9
& & veet awmelt o g8 ferm
YA 1 el qF AR @
Afera 3=A diod & witems
weft dret T @i 39 ARE
TR TrE 3 TS S S
ot 3799 ey TR ST W)
o T AR i IHIR el o
ff fag @iR o] ufER & @
et fwd &) a1 wd ®1
Felth =T Ul URE 9
TeEl 3R I HE WHR U
T T & AR o ferm A
St | SO A 94 /@ TR
qer R He SWSEl ® wH
¥ & T feer
4 e faed (8
& e 513% e (A
F fuzet #2 Al B
% YR W HME
ST @ fof wererdt & |
g faer ¥ #9 B8
qﬁﬂﬂ“faﬁzéaﬁﬁﬂﬁ
a@r%wwmaﬁaﬁtﬁ
Tﬂ%l@lﬁ*ﬁﬁa@
A% wRAfd IRE F L
q 9t B FE g T/l
el 8, wfeR 2 ikt R o
qEaE | wifed e © fw
TeSdt & WRAEM e 37
o 2

& TEwut & are form &
wrg? - o wmeH 3 A
2020 & foER faumEs @
i SR Ut ot e
ot TS & A e |

AR ol 37 AEl H 9 R
A T i W S el o
dfe w9 99 ®IEEl 9
i o e & AR @
o uweE & e 7 9
2021 &% ¥ ¥ faer o < @i
R faurEs I9gTE @ 9l
T A e W R 9 e
SEfgERl i 4R Feetd A
e § 3aW o iR 3% wa
6 ®wIEd T fiyet o) faum &
WY diE HI FE qREd hl
3@ gu e A ot e gHd
foeR & %3 fauras sagEl
o o IrEeH 9 37U SHEiRaR
& fau =R s on ot
TAHN gEL IEHT HEd T,
“oyafa IRE H ST T@IERT
ot W H/P T e e
ol S o ge S M
TR S T st i R
FH W TR R AT 9
T & feR e fea
T e

& UAEIT &l feham @awr
- GEL 3EHR I U € R
TeRmT w1 TG H sfos
T g € Sefh qyufd IRd
I Y HI o8 W A9 ufas
3% Y Tl B Tererdt (3TR)
% Hatass O qEEE 39

AR & TR A H ST

e ¥ 9| a2

A

AR W i THGH
T F e & IR R @
ST ®1 9 2019 F A o
TG FHAR IRE FE Y I
St o Safe ferm aree
fre gmal | foer &t & 5
ARG e ¥ gAE St
qEg o9 ¢ Afechar AR
ed ¢, “ feet i et wreem
4 SE | el o TR o wmed

S T BISN o @
B f o g e @ e
1 hEell i &1 FE T o
qAfd 9RE i TS gt fom o
F w1 IYEd KR IRE
AR 98 <1 *3d @ ¢ fh
REICIE I ) o A T L
TTifoeh SRR ol € @ik

Tafaa™E 3 G
Siifed w&d 8T 3%
M TSR de =/

AT ATHTT
el & oo™
d TwIgi ¥
TG & 99

T AW A
3ITH AR

| HIFT T
wﬁwgﬁn

& UYEfd URH T A
Em? ;- Afesd TRE wEd
7, “Terifa o oyl oRa
T o T B R faEd ?)
R 37 |1 9 SRR i
foqeft TeFYd ST & @A
e S W ®, "® I
feeraer grm” SE 39 e
HT FRY @M g 7 fF G
2020 & foBR faumasn gmEl
¥ o omeE 7 Sy @

IERER 1 T & fow TEig
Y wWH Al 3 IR T
fru 91 w8 ¥ ity &R fam
THEH & UTH @Y 8 9
TEN & 9 &E Tau o
B Thdl §7 G IeHR hed
2, ‘e = wd @ wHER
TN W Uw 59 we 9 fam
A ki SHER SaEn ST
?, 3R 7€ ¥4 € 3R dhae
e 1 e B | ) B
TH-THR Hl TR T gl A
THT HAE TAST HI @
Tahdl %l” foer # frerera

% WA & A T f g w
AR A § TAE | el
H WEEE w1 OSOOT e €
gt Hereisti SR steshell W
ferm @ T R

TIMES | T 2024



TN # 308

Yo.ATu pios -
S b

No SEA A'TI Dioss.
N xwn xb

No Jugs A Nomms-
oY PR Mot |
Mirstara A pia po- u
TN DN 735
Hoxnga o 1u PADR -

Why ancient J emsh commandments are still relevant?

here's a lot said
about Jews,
there's a lot writ-
ten about Jews,
but no one really
knows anything about
Jews," says Mirna Funk.
Speaking to DW, the 43-
year-old Berlin journalist
and writer said she did not
grow up with Jewish tra-
ditions. But she's since
learned a lot about Jewish
history and culture, and
she's summarized the most
important lessons she's
gleaned in her new book,
"Von Juden lernen”
(Learning from Jews).
The mission: to im-
prove the world

Mirna Funk is in
the shower and struggling
with life: There's the war
in Ukraine, not enough
money in her bank ac-
count, no lover in sight —
couldn't God intervene?
But complaining contra-
dicts the Jewish com-
mandment of "Tikkun
Olam," which means re-
pairing the world. While
the Christian tradition calls
on believers to wait pa-
tiently for the Last Judge-
ment and the return of the

T

Messiah who will then
bring them paradise, Juda-
ism calls for personal ini-
tiative: "God expects activ-
ity, not passive torpor and
the illusory belief that
things will somehow work
out," Funk explains. So the
mission is to get down to
the work of improving the
world. But a paradise on
Earth is a utopian dream,
says Funk. "Humans al-
ways have both positive
and negative qualities, so
they can't make this world
into a paradise." But, she
says, we can at least try
to do our best.
Helping people to help
themselves

Part of improving
the world involves helping
those in need. "It's not a
virtue, but an obligation,"
Funk writes. The concept
is called "Tzedakah" in
Hebrew, which translates
to both "righteousness"
and "charity." Giving alms
is the lowest level of
tzedakah. The real aim is
to give work to those in
need so that they are not
dependent on others. Be-
cause of that, Funk is criti-
cal of those in Germany

calling for a universal ba-
sic income. She advocates
personal responsibility: "It
is important not to leave
people dependent and
without freedom by re-
stricting their indepen-
dence through financial
assistance."
A disobedient Eve
Christianity
teaches that Eve is to
blame for man's banish-
ment from Eden. Against
God's will, she ate an apple
from the Tree of Knowl-
edge and tempted Adam to
do the same. But to Mirna
Funk, Eve is a rebel. Tol-
erating dissent is a corner-
stone of the Jewish tradi-
tion, which relies on dia-
logue and does not demon-
ize those who disagree.
That also applies to part-
nerships. You shouldn't try
to become as similar as
possible, because, as Funk
says, "There is no move-
ment without friction, no
growth without criticism."
And because women are
not simply yea-sayers,
they do not take on the role
of the obedient companion
in Judaism. More than
3,000 years ago, King

Solomon wrote the poem
"Eshet Chayil," which
translates as "woman of
valor" and is still sung on
Shabbat today. "In this
song of praise, the woman
looks after the children,
bakes and cooks, but at the
same time she has her own
business," says Funk. "She
is strong, she is brave, she
is courageous."
This image of women
characterizes the Jewish
community. "Israel had a
female prime minister in
the 1970s, Golda Meir,"
says Funk. "While women
in West Germany weren't
even allowed to open their
own bank accounts, Israel
already had a female poli-
tician running the country."
How can that
self-assurance be recon-
ciled with the image of the
modestly dressed Jewish
woman in a wig who owes
her husband obedience
and, above all, is supposed
have as many children as
possible? Mirna Funk says
those are the Orthodox
and Ultra-Orthodox, and
they make up the smallest
part of the world's Jewish
population. "That is simply

IMES | s 2024



n News

a cult-like sect, and they
existin every religion. Alot
is written about them, but
for me they are not rel-
evant because they don't
play a major role in Juda-
ism."
A right to good sex
Women also have
the right to good sex, ac-
cording to the Torah. As
the Jewish scholar
Maimonides (1138-1204)
wrote: "A man has the duty
to satisfy his wife in sexual
matters.” If he did not, she
had the right to divorce
him. Women's sexuality
was therefore never taboo
in Judaism, and chastity
was not elevated to an
ideal as it was in Christian-
ity. "Yada" is the
name of sexual ¥
union — "to rec-
ognize each
other and to enter |
into a relationship
with God through
the act."
Feathers in the
wind and social ‘
media pile-ons ‘l
In a well-"
known Jewish story, a

spread about another per-
son. You can never undo
them." That's precisely
why defamation (*“lashon
hara") is considered a
grave sin in Judaism, even
worse than murder.

The modern vari-
ant of this all-too-human
foible is the social media
pile-on. According to Funk,
that's no longer an unusual
phenomenon, but rather
the rule. "It shows in a
frightening way that the
opinion of others is disre-
garded as soon as it does
not agree with our own.
The person exposed to the
pile-on is defamed and de-
graded.” She

man spreads lies about » 3
another person, then ¢

feels guilty about it and 4 .__3; :
consults his rabbi. "What \&
should I do?" he asks. The §
rabbi advises him to slit

open a pillow and throw all
the feathers to the wind.
The man follows the in-
structions and goes back
to the rabbi. "And now
collect all the feathers
again," he tells him. "Im-
possible!" shouts the man.
"You see," replies the rabbi,
"it's like the rumors you

. says that
dialogue doesn't have a
chance under this polar-
ized viewpoint, because
"what constitutes the pile-
on is the totalitarian denial
of otherness." Judaism re-
jects this view and does not
divide the world ideologi-
cally into good and evil.
Instead of condemning
others, one should learn to

argue properly:
"Machloket" is considered
amethod of exploring dif-
ferent points of view and
is seen as a sign of dedi-
cation and respect. Funk
says that this nuanced per-
spective has been lost in
the current social climate.
In dialogue with the
past

Jewish American
writer Elie Wiesel once
said, "To be Jewish is,
above all, to safeguard
memory." According to
Funk, that has changed.
She says we now live in a
time that

has for-
gotten history, in which
the focus is on the present.
"When terms such as
apartheid, genocide, ethnic
cleansing and colonial
power have increasingly
been applied to Israel
since October 7, 2023 and
sold as truth, that reveals
an absolutely inadequate
understanding of history."
She observes a very young
generation becoming politi-

cized and positioning itself
against Israel. "Terms that
are so historically loaded,
like apartheid, immediately
trigger emotions in others."
What she finds especially
frightening is that, "Now
even German or European
Jews are being attacked
because of this war." She
says it's that much more
important to never forget
the past, but to enter into a
dialogue with it and create
a deliberate future out of
it.
As current as ever
"What makes Ju-
daism special is its flexibil-

ity and willingness to em-

brace doubt,” says Funk,
attributing that aspect to
" the rabbis who continu-

- allydiscarded outdated

| traditions and adapted
. thereligion's rules and
. laws to the times. She
| adds that Judaism
1\ doesn't focus only on
. metaphysical ques-
| tions, but always
& considers the di-
~ lemmas of human
existence.
"Those are all
reasons why
most Jews who lead a
secular life can still iden-
tify with the religion."” She
says she wrote her book
for those people — but
also for anyone who im-
mediately associates Jews
with the Holocaust,
antisemitism, or the Arab-
Israeli conflict. "As if that
were all that Jewish life or
culture or Jewishness was
about." Mirna Funk's book
proves there is much more
to it than that.
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Patanjali misleading ads : SC orders Ramdeyv, Acharya
Balkrishna to appear personally in court

T he Supreme
Court has di-
rected Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd's
co-founder

Baba Ramdev and manag-
ing director Acharya
Balkrishna to personally
appear before it and ex-
plain why no reply was
filed on a contempt notice
issued against them over
showing misleading adver-
tisements on medicinal
cures. A bench of Justice
Hima Kohli and Justice
Ahsanuddin Amanullah
observed that neither
Ramdev nor Balakrishna
had filed any response to
the show cause notice is-
sued to them by the court
on misleading claims made
in advertising their medi-

being shown by Patanjali

cines. The court said they
should personally appear
within two weeks to ex-
plain their stand.

On February 27,
the apex court imposed a
ban on the advertisements

w
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claiming a cure for some
of the incurable diseases,
which is not permitted un-
der the rules as their au-
thenticity was not proven.
The bench further re-
corded that the medicines
claimed to cure certain dis-
eases as per Ramdev's
company Patanjali’s ver-
sion without any empirical
evidence. The court even
noted that claims made by
Baba Ramdev’s company
had taken the country for
a ride as those were mis-
leading. The matter relates
to a plea filed by the In-
dian Medical Association
(IMA) alleging that a
smear campaign was car-
ried out by Baba Ramdev
and his company against
the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion and modern medicine.
In November last year, the
court also directed
Patanjali not to publish
false advertisements in the

O\ PATANJALL

_aJ ‘e\. 5

Patanjali had then
undertaken not to publish
advertisements making
false claims about its prod-
ucts and targeting modern
medicines and vaccina-
tions, but it continued to do
so, the court was told to-
day. As senior Advocate
Mukul Rohatgi appeared
before the Court on behalf
of Ram Dev and his com-
pany, the bench noted that
the appearance of senior
counsels on Ram Dev's
behalf showed that they
were in fact aware of the
show cause being issued
in their names. Noting that
the Central government
had also not tackled the
issue of misleading adver-
tisements, the court di-
rected Baba Ramdev and
others to personally ap-
pear before the court and
reply to the show cause
notice issued by the court.
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Ship EX MV RUEN

F irm actions by
the Indian Navy
resulted in sur-
render of the Pi-
rate Ship ex-
MV Ruen on 16 March
2024. In an operation last-
ing over 40 hours that com-
menced in the early hours
of 15 March 2024, INS
Kolkata intercepted Pirate
Ship ex-MV Ruen in the
Arabian Sea based on in-
puts received by IFC-IOR
from UKMTO. As per the
input, the ship was appre-
ciated to be used as a
Mother Ship for undertak-
ing piracy attacks and hi-
jacking of merchantmen.
INS Kolkata commenced
shadowing the Pirate Ship
in early hours of 15 Mar
2024. Prior day break, the
vessel upon sighting INS
Kolkata reversed course
and started heading to-
wards the Somali Coast.
Several armed pirates
were observed on upper
deck of the ship.

INS Kolkata di-
rected the Pirate Ship to
stop for investigation in
accordance with Interna-
tional Law, especially the
United Nations Conven-
tions on the Laws of the
Sea(UNCLOS). How-
ever, the Pirate Ship re-
fused to comply and
instead
opened fire.

INS Kolkata
thereafter
acted in self-
defence and
used Kkinetic
measures re-
quired to disable
the ship and _
compel the pi-
rates to surren-
der. INS
Subhadra joined
Kolkata in the operation.
Further, Indian Navy un-
dertook long range deploy-
ment and para drop of
Marine Commandos over
sea in vicinity of the pirate
ship using C17s in coordi-

INS

nation with Indian Air
Force. Aerial surveillance
for the operation was un-
dertaken by Indian Navy
P8I aircraft, Sea Guardian
UAV, and the ship’s inte-
gral helicopters and spot-
ter drones. In the face
of deci-

’’’

sive

action by the Indian
Navy, all pirates onboard
surrendered. The 35 pi-
rates and 17 crew mem-
bers were duly taken into
custody and shifted to In-
dian Naval ships. There-
after, Indian Navy special-
ists searched and sanitised

2l

the ship with respect to
arms, ammunition and con-
traband, rendering it safe.
In addition, assessment of
seaworthiness and essen-
tial repairs were under-
taken by naval technical
team, for making the ship
fit for further voyage.

On request from
the ship's original company,
M/s Navibulgar, and the
Master, the crew of MV
Ruen were reinstated
onboard the ship, which
reverted her to earlier sta-
tus and the ship hoisted the
flag of Malta. MV Ruen
thereupon proceeded un-
der own power to the next
port of Salalah (Oman), as
decided by the company,
under escort of INS
Subhadra to safeguard it
against further pirate at-
tack. INS Kolkata, with the
35 apprehended pirates
returned to Mumbai on 23
March 2024 and handed
over the Pirates to the lo-
cal police for further legal

action in accordance
with Indian laws,
specifically the
Maritime Anti Pi-
racy Act 2022. In-
dian Navy dis-
played high de-

= gree of profes-

sionalism and up-
- = held the prin-
& ciples of inter-
- national law
and commit-
ment to ensuring
safe seas and maritime
security in the region. As
part of the ongoing Opera-
tion Sankalp, Indian Navy
ships are deployed in the
Arabian Sea and Gulf of
Aden towards safety of
seafarers and mercantile
trade passing through the
region.
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