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Contributions/Donations are Invited for the Welfare of Elders/Sr. Citizens for the establishment of
“APNA GHAR” A home for Sr. Citizens of Bihar & Jharkhand Proposed to be Constructed
Undergtheiageas of *“ KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SANSTHAN 3

Kankarbagh, Patna -)
Contact No. :- 09431073769, 9955077308 9308727077
{ E-mail :- kewalsachsamajiksansthan33@gmail.com

Help the helpless Elders/Sr. Citizen. For which your
Contribution and Donation are essential.
Your Coopertation in this direction can make a diffrence
in the lives of many Sr. Citizens.

KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SANSTHAN

AL Riitgl | - -

A/C No. - 0600010202404
Bank Name - United Bank of India
IFSC Code - UTBIOKKB463
Pan No. - AAAAK9339D
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Will anti-Pakistan rhetoric influence India’s elections?

Id video footage
featuring con-
troversial com-
ments made by
Mani Shankar
Aiyar, a veteran leader of
the opposition Indian Na-
tional Congress (INC)
party, have recently resur-
faced — raising eyebrows
as India's elections enter
their final two phases. In
the footage, Aiyar de-
scribed Pakistanis as the
"biggest asset of India" and
recommended that India
should resume dialog with
Pakistan. His views were
echoed by Farooq
Abdullah, the former chief
minister of the Muslim-
majority state Jammu and
Kashmir.
Pakistan plays
India's elections
The video's reap-
pearance provided Indian

O

into

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the leaders of his
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) an opportunity to
paint the Congress party as
"soft" on Pakistan at the
height of election season.
"If Pakistan is not wear-
ing bangles, we will make
them wear bangles," Modi
said in a scathing attack at
arally in Bihar last week.
"They don't have flour, they
do not have electricity,
now | have come to know
that they even have a scar-
city of bangles." Modi had
said that his government's
approach to tackling terror
had ushered in a sea
change compared to what
had taken place during
Congress' years in power.
"During the Congress gov-
ernment, the news head-
lines were of India hand-
ing over another dossier to

Pakistan about terror ac-
tivities,” Modi said at an
election rally in the Latur
constituency in India's
western state of
Maharashtra. "Today, In-
dia doesn't send dossiers.
Today, India kills terrorists
on its own turf,” added
Modi. Anti-Pakistan sen-
timents have so far not
flared during the election
season, however, India's
neighbor and rival has now
become somewhat of a
opportune punching bag
for politicians. Over the
past few weeks, political
parties have exchanged
sharp barbs on Pakistan,
despite the fact that for-
eign policy issues have not
figured prominently in the
campaign so far. "It [Pa-
kistan] remains an emotive
issue for India. After years
of suffering cross-border

terrorism and Pakistan-
sponsored militancy in
Kashmir, including the
2008 Mumbai terror at-
tacks and the Pulwama
attack on paramilitary
troopers in 2019, it leaves
an indelible scar on the In-
dian psyche," Shazia llmi,
a spokesperson for Modi's
BJP, told DW. "The re-
marks made by Mani
Shankar Aiyer and Farooq
Abdullah are contentious
and condemnable," added
lImi.
National security dis-
course

In 2019, when
Modi won his second con-
secutive term in office, the
BJP's campaign focused
heavily on Pakistan, an
important electoral issue at
the time. Months before
the 2019 vote, a suicide
bomber had attacked a
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convoy of vehicles carry-
ing Indian paramilitary
forces in Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir, killing 46
soldiers. India responded
by launching warplanes in
Balakot, deep inside Paki-
stan, where it claimed to
have killed militants who
had been planning to strike
targets in India. Ajay
Bisaria, India's former high
commissioner to Pakistan,
told DW that the current
electoral discourse is more
about a posture on national
security than about Paki-
stan policy. "In 2019, we
saw a strong national se-
curity-based campaign by
the BJP, after the Pulwama
attacks and the Balakot
airstrikes by India," said
Bisaria. "This time, we see
no comparable national
security issue, except that
this time around, the ruling
dispensation is justifiably
claiming credit for both its
Kashmir and Pakistan
policies," the former envoy
added.
Political bluster
Acrticle 370 of the
Indian constitution allowed
Jammu and Kashmir to
have its own constitution
and a degree of internal
autonomy. However, the
Indian government re-
voked this status in 2019
and divided the state into
two union territories —the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir and the
Union Territory of Ladakh
— directly governed by
New Delhi. "The Balakot
airstrikes and [India’s] ar-
ticle 370 moves can now
be reviewed five years

- u
later and a reasonable
claim be made that Balakot
set up credible deterrence
against terrorism and the
article 370 abrogation set
Jammu and Kashmir on a
peace trajectory,” said
Bisaria. At recent election
rallies, BJP leaders Amit
Shah, India's home minis-
ter; and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath doubled down,
emphasizing that a re-
elected BJP government
would take the additional
step of "taking back" Pa-
kistan-administered Kash-
mir. Their statements were
in response to recent vio-
lent protests witnessed in
several parts of Pakistan-
administered Kashmir
over soaring food and en-
ergy costs amid a severe
economic crisis. "Congress
leaders like Mani Shankar
Ailyar say it should not be
done as they have an atom
bomb," Shah said, referring
to the protests. "But let me
say that 'Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK)' is part of
India and we will take it."

"Clearly, reclaiming PoK is

not an immediate issue but
the unrest in the region is
a stimulus to restate a
known position and to un-
derline the power differen-
tial between the coun-
tries," added Bisaria.
Obsession with Pakistan
or electioneering?
Strategic expert C.
Raja Mohan, a senior fel-
low of the Asia Society
Policy Institute, said Modi
has managed to change the
terms of engagement with
Pakistan. "It is unfortunate
that Modi chose to combine
his vigorous response to
heaping contempt on Paki-
stan by pointing to its cur-
rent economic crisis," Raja
Mohan told DW. "Through
the campaign, the prime
minister and his Cabinet
colleagues have flaunted
their new willingness to get
inside Pakistan and target
the terrorists.” "The need-
less verbal aggression
against Pakistan comes at
a time when the new Paki-
stan government, led by the
Sharif brothers — Nawaz
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and Shehbaz — are send-
ing interesting signals on
improving ties with India,"
Mohan added. However,
Mohan was quick to point
out that Modi and his right-
wing BJP might hope that
their interlocutors in Paki-
stan will understand that the
high-pitched rhetoric is just
part of electioneering and
does not reflect policy in-
tentions. Reacting to vari-
ous statements made by
Indian leaders including
Modi, Pakistan's Foreign
Office said these reflected
an unhealthy and en-
trenched obsession with
Pakistan and revealed a
deliberate intent to exploit
hyper-nationalism for elec-
toral gains. "These also sig-
nify a desperate attempt to
deflect attention from
mounting domestic and in-
ternational criticism," Paki-
stani Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch told a
weekly press briefing when
asked about statements
being made during the run-
up to elections.
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PM Modi files nomination from Varanasi after seeking
permission from Kotwal of Kashi

Prime Minister and local MP Narendra Modi on Tues-
day filed nomination as Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidate from Varanasi parliamentary constituency for

the third time on
Tuesday. The PM
reached Varanasi
Collectorate Dis-
trict Court at around
12 noon and filed
his nomination. His
proposers
Ganeshwar Dutt
Shastri and Sanjay
Sonkar along with
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath were
present at the time
of the nomination.
This is the third
time Modi is seek-

ing reelection from the Varanasi Lok Sabha seat. Be-
fore this, he won the general election from here with a
record margin in the 2014 and 2019. Ahead of filing his
nomination, he went to Dasashwamedh Ghat and of-

fered prayers to Ganga and performed aarti. After this
he took a cruise ride and reached Kal Bhairav Temple,
also known as Kotwal of Kashi, and sought his bless-

ings and permission
for nomination. To get
a glimpse of Modi, a
huge crowd of people
had gathered on both
sides of the road and
" they welcomed the
PM with chants of
 Har Har Modi and Jai
" Shri Ram. Before the
PM reached the
nomination venue,
BJP President JP
Nadda, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Chief

Ministers of BJP-ruled states and prominent leaders
and officials of BJP and constituent parties had regis-
tered their presence there. Modi reached Varanasi on
a two-day visit to his parliamentary constituency.

Ex-Congress leader Radhika Khera and actor Shekhar Suman join BJP

Former Congress leader Radhika Khera and actor
Shekhar Suman on Tuesday joined the BJP amid the

ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tion. They joined the party
in the presence of BJP
General Secretary Vinod
Tawad and other senior

leaders at party headquar- ,

ters in New Delhi. Khera,
the former national coordi-
nator of the Congress's

media department, resigned |

from the party's primary
membership on Sunday,
days after her altercation

with another leader at the party's Chhattisgarh office.
Speaking after joining the BJP Khera said, "The man-
ner in which | was misbehaved with on the land of
Kaushalya Mata for being a devotee of Ram, for hav-
ing darshan of Ram Lalla, | would not have been able

b~

=D evgys €

to reach here if | had not got the protection of the BJP
government and the Modi government'. "Today's Con-

gress is not Mahatma
Gandhi's Congress, it is
anti-Ram, anti-Hindu Con-
gress", she added. Making
an initial remark after join-
ing BJP, Shekhar said, 'Till
yesterday | don't know
that I would be sitting here
today because many things
in life happen knowingly

£ 1 or unknowingly. | have

come here with a very
positive thinking and |

would like to thank God that he ordered me to come
here.' Shekhar Suman was earlier a member of the
Congress party and had fought the Lok Sabha election
in 2009 from Bihar's Patna Sahib on a Congress ticket
and lost to BJP's Shatrughan Sinha.
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7 9 Yo ferg o off gfer 99 IO F1 T B Hehd R
9ferd I Sl TS o ARl ot T = 6 e fa © €
TEH IW TV TF | HE Foll TIRRSR &I ad Hfear |
G *I fielt © W9 off B THER F R T | @ WHER
34 didlem & gal W % & fog 99 @} aife s
HHR HT Fied A1 @
J o Y TgEeRt 91 & Nt o ferat & st feer e
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