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Contributions/Donations are Invited for the Welfare of Elders/Sr. Citizens for the establishment of
“APNA GHAR” A home for Sr. Citizens of Bihar & Jharkhand Proposed to be Constructed
Undergtheiageas of *“ KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SANSTHAN 3

Kankarbagh, Patna -)
Contact No. :- 09431073769, 9955077308 9308727077
{ E-mail :- kewalsachsamajiksansthan33@gmail.com

Help the helpless Elders/Sr. Citizen. For which your
Contribution and Donation are essential.
Your Coopertation in this direction can make a diffrence
in the lives of many Sr. Citizens.

KEWAL SACH SAMAJIK SANSTHAN

AL Riitgl | - -

A/C No. - 0600010202404
Bank Name - United Bank of India
IFSC Code - UTBIOKKB463
Pan No. - AAAAK9339D
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EC announces schedule for assembly elections
3 Phase polls in J&K and Haryana

16" August , 2024

Election

T he
Commission of
India announced
the schedule for
Assembly elec-
tions in Jammu Kashmir
and Haryana here on Fri-
day. The voting will take
place in Jammu and Kash-
mir in three phases on Sep-
tember 18 in the first
phase, September 25 in the
second phase and 1st Oc-
tober in the third and final
phase. Counting will be
held on 4th October.
There are 90 seats in the
J&K Assembly post de-
limitation, with 43 seats in
the Jammu region and 47
seats in Kashmir. J&K has
been without an elected
House for five years since
the abrogation of Article
370. Election will be held
in Jammu and Kashmir
after a gap of ten years
as the last
assembly
election was
held in 2014.
The PDP-BJP
coalition gov-
ernment fell in
June 2018 when
the latter with-
drew support to
the then-Chief Min-
ister Mehbooba
Mufti. In Haryana
the voting will take place
in a single phase on Octo-
ber 1, and the counting of
votes will be held on Oc-
tober 4. The term of the

Haryana Assembly is end-
ing in November. The an-
nouncement was made by
the Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar,
after visiting both J&K and
Haryana to review poll
preparations recently. Ad-
dressing a press con-
ference,

CHIEF ELECT
3: Rajiv
Kumar said the total
number of electors in
Jammu and Kashmir is
87.09 lakh. Out of which,

44.46 Lakh are men and
42.62 lakh are female vot-

um
“JN\Q‘:QGW*“SS‘D“E“

ers. 3.71 lakh are first-time
voters and 20.7 lakh are
young voters". "Of the 90
assembly constituencies in
Jammu and Kashmir, 74
are general, SC-7 and ST-
9" he said.
The CEC said the
Amarnath Yatra will end
on August 19 and the
final voter list will also
be published on Au-
gust 20." When asked
about the recent ter-
ror attack in Jammu
Kashmir, the CEC
said that we will
provide all neces-
sary security ar-
rangements as
sought by the ad-
ministration. He added
that the people of Jammu
and Kashmir are really to
accept the challenge posed
by the terrorists. On the
Lok Sabhaelection held in
Jammu and Kashmir, Rajiv
Kumar said, "The long

gueues at the polling booth
in the UT during the Lok
Sabha election are proof
that people not only want
change but also want to
raise their voice by be-
coming a part of that
change". "This glimpse of
hope and democracy
shows that the people
want to change the picture.
They want to write their
own destiny. The people of
Jammu and Kashmir
chose a ballot over a bul-
let in the the Lok Sabha
election” he further added.
On August 14, the Election
Commission held a meet-
ing with Union Home Sec-
retary Ajay Bhalla to re-
view the security situation
in Jammu and Kashmir. In
December last year, the
Supreme Court had di-
rected the Centre to con-
clude the election process
in the Union territory by
September 30, 2024.
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Jammu and Kashmir ; What t0 expect as elections return?

J ammu and

Kashmir is set

for a local elec-

tion, the first to

vote in their lo-

cal administration since

2014, with the polling set

to be held in three phases

between September 18
and October 1.

The union territory
took part in the national
polls this summer, with
chief election commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar saying
people chose "ballots over
bullets" and praising the
58% turnout in June. While
announcing the local poll
schedule in Jammu and
Kashmir, Kumar said he
hopes for a similar re-
sponse in the upcoming
vote.

The Himalayan
region, which is claimed by
both India and Pakistan,
has been embroiled in vio
lence since the start of
armed insurgency there in
1989. Tens of thousands of
people have been killed in
the ensuing violence.

@  New Delhi still in
control :- During the last
such election, Jammu and
Kashmir were still consid-
ered a state. State govern-
ments were elected every
six years, but the last one,
the coalition of regional
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), did not
last a full term — it was
elected in 2014 and lost its
majority in 2018. Then, in

2019, the government of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi revoked Jammu and
Kashmir's semi-autono-
mous status and split the
state into two federally ad-
ministered territories.
This granted New Delhi
much more direct control
over the restive region that
has struggled with an Is-
lamist insurgency for de-
cades. And even after the
local polls are done and the
new administration is in
place, its officials will still
have to leave many key
decisions about the
region's economy and se-
curity to the national gov-
ernment in New Delhi and
to its local representative,
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha.
"We
Hare

deter- _
mined  toY“—_
have statehood

restored’ :- A spokes-
man for the PDP told DW
that his party wants to see
the region regain its status
as one of India's states.
"This is not what we hoped
for and want statehood re-
stored. But at least we will

have people's representa-
tion in the assembly and a
voice for the people that
has not been heard,” PDP
spokesperson Mohit Bhan
said. Another regional po-
litical party, the Jammu and
Kashmir National Confer-
ence, has already vowed
to push for an India-Paki-
stan dialogue on Kashmir,
introduce laws to protect
jobs and land, and seek the
release of political prison-
ers.

< It also wants local
officials to regain their
former power :- "We are
determined to have
statehood  re-
stored. The
government
as already
made this
promise to the Su-
tpreme Court. If it does
” not restore statehood
~ willingly, we will pur-

sue justice through the
court. With statehood, the
government of Jammu and
Kashmir will have the
powers required to fulfill

promises,” the National
Conference vice president,
Omar Abdullah, told local
media.

More deadly attacks in
Jammu :- The election
revival is taking place amid
an uptick in violence. On
July 8, five Indian army
soldiers were killed and
five others were injured in
an ambush by militants on
an army convoy in Kathua
district. In June, at least
nine people were killed and
33 injured when a bus car-
rying Hindu pilgrims
plunged into a deep gorge
after a militant attack in
Reasi district. Experts
have noted that more and
more violent incidents are
reported in the Jammu re-

~ gion of Jammu and Kash-

mir, which had mostly
been spared of violence in
the past. In the first six

.q months of 2024, 17 people
% were killed in Jammu,
—~ compared to 12 for the en-

tirety of last year.
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n a shocking in-

I cident, a man
was subjected

to brutal pun-
ishment after

being caught on suspicion
of theft in Bihar. A mob
stuffed red chili powder
to his private part. A dis-
turbing video of this inci-
dent is going viral on so-
cial media. The incident
took place in Araria,
where the youth was cap-

tured on suspicion of car
theft and publicly pun-
ished in a brutal manner.
The viral video shows a
man with his hands tied
behind his back. A per-
son opens a packet of red
chili powder and inserts
it on his rectum. Another
person can also be seen
in the video using a pen
to forcibly stuff the chili
powder into the man’s
anus. After stuffing the

chili powder into his but-
tocks, they pull his pants
back up while he contin-
ues to cry in pain. The
video is going viral on so-
cial media, with netizens
demanding strict action
against those involved in
this inhuman act. React-
ing to the viral video,
Araria police said on X
that the inhuman act was
committed with the youth
caught on charges of

theft and one of the ac-
cused has been arrested
in the matter. "This case
is related to Araria police
station area. This inhu-
man act was committed
with a youth caught on
charges of theft. One of
the accused who commit-
ted the above act has
been arrested. Further
action is being taken re-
garding others," Araria
police wrote on X.

Begusarai Deputy Municipa[ Commissioner runs away with niece aﬁer 10

years of affair, family accused him of kidnapping

eputy Municipal
Commissioner
of Begusarai
Municipal Cor-
poration of Bihar
is reportedly absconding
with his niece and girl’s
family has accused him of
kidnapping her. Shiv Shakti
Kumar and Sajal Sindhu
are residents of the same
village in Hajipur and are
reportedly in love relation-
ship for the last 10 years.
On August 12, Sajal went
to the Deputy Municipal

D

Commissioner's office
with a boy. After this,
she did not return to
home. The family then
registered a kidnap-
ping case against
Kumar in Hajipur po-
lice station. The girl's
family said that
Deputy Municipal
Commissioner Shiv
Shakti Kumar is Sajal's
uncle. The girl's uncle
Arun Kumar wrote a
letter to the Mayor and
the Municipal Commis-

sioner that Shiv Shakti

Kumar is his cousin and

has kidnapped his niece
Sujal. Mean-
while, a video
of both of
them has sur-
faced on the
social media.
In the 19-sec-
ond video, the
girl says, “We
| both love each
other for the
last 10 years.
Itis my rightto
marry the boy
of my choice.”
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Ram Mandlr ﬂoat inNYC's Indla Day parade stirs controversy

carnival float
depicting
Ayodhya's Ram
temple planned
for an upcoming
India Day parade in the
streets of New York City
has sparked criticism, with
several groups calling it
"anti-Muslim." The float
depicts the Ram Mandir
— agrand pink sandstone
temple built for the Hindu
god Ram, in the holy city
of Ayodhya. The temple
was built on top of the ru-
ins of the 16th-century
Babri mosque, which was

A

destroyed by Hindu nation-
alist mobs in 1992. Conse-
crated and opened in Janu-
ary 2024 by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the temple remains a con-
troversial topic and a bit-
ter reminder of the com-
munal blood-
shed in 1992 &
for some.
What did the |
groups say? |

T h e |
Council ~ on .

y.
. AN

Council and Hindus for
Human Rights were
among groups that signed
a letter to New York City
Mayor Eric Adams and
New York Governor Kathy
Hochul, say- .

ing that the
float glorified the mosque's
takedown. "This float's
presence represents these
groups' desire to conflate
Hindu nationalist ideology
with Indian identity, but
Indiais a secular country,"
the letter said. "This is not
merely a cultural display,
but a vulgar celebration of
anti-Muslim heat, bigotry,
and religious supremacy."
On the other hand, the
Hindu American Founda-
tion said it was an exer-
cise of free speech.
Meanwhile the
Federation of Indian Asso-

ciations — the group that
is organizing the event —
said the float celebrated
the inauguration of a land-
mark significant to Hindus.
It also said the pa-
s\ rade represents the
‘o country's diversity
4 and will feature
i floats from vari-
ous communities
8 inIndia.
4. What did the
* mayor say?
s | Mayor
Adam's of-
fice, earlier this week, said
there was "no room for
hate" but that the US
Constitution's First
Amendment right to free
speech prevented the city
from withdrawing the per-
mit or ordering changes to
the float. His office later
said he did not plan on at-
tending the event, despite
having done so in the last
few years. The India Day
parade in NYC has been
taking place every year for
over four decades, to mark
the celebration of India's
independence from the
British on August 15,
1947.
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bus carrying 43
Indian tourists
veered off a
mountain road
and plunged
down a steep cliff in
Tanahun district of Nepal
on Friday, Kkilling 27 of
them. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ex-
pressed sadness at the ac-
cident and extended con-
dolences to the bereaved
families.

In a post on X, the PM
said :- “Saddened by the
loss of lives due to a road
mishap in Tanahun district,
Nepal. Condolences to the
bereaved families. May
the injured recover at the
earliest. The Indian Em-
bassy is providing all pos-
sible assistance to those
affected.”

The bus was en

route to Kathmandu from
Pokhara, and carried 43

people, all Indian nationals,
including the driver and his

assistant. While 27 of the
passengers are confirmed
dead the remaining are
undergoing treatment in
Kathmandu and a local
hospital in Tanahun, media
reports said. The bus,
bearing the Indian registra-
tion number UP 53 FT
7623, reportedly lost con-
trol near Aina Pahara and
veered off the road, tum-
bling 150 meters down a
steep cliff before coming
to a halt on the bank of
river Marsyangdi in Abu
Khaireni of Tanahun dis-
trict. The top of the bus
was completely destroyed
during the fall, and the bus
was severely damaged
when it reached the
riverbank. The bus had
entered Nepal from the
Belahiya checkpoint in
Rupandehi district on Au-
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gust 20 with an eight-day
route permit, according to
police, Himalayan Times
reported. The Indian Min-
istry of External Affairs
spokesperson said in a
post on X that the Indian
Embassy is extending all
possible help in the matter.
“We are deeply pained by
the tragic death of 27 In-
dian nationals in a road
accident in Tanahun district
of Nepal. “We convey our
deepest condolences. Our
Embassy is extending all
possible help in the matter.
16 people who were in-
jured in the accident have
been airlifted and are pres-
ently undergoing treatment
in a hospital. “Embassy
has set up emergency
helpline numbers for af-

fected families to
reach out for as-
sistance. They -
are in constant \ 4o
touch with local
authorities and with %5

affected families 9%
and are making ar-

rangement for early Lﬁ i

transportation of mor-

tal remains to India. Em-
bassy would be giving
regular updates on the
matter. Embassy helpline
numbers (24 x 7) are be-
low: +977-9851107021

AN

+977-9851316807 +977-
9749833292 (all numbers
on WhatsApp as well)”
Following the re-
port of the incident, au-
thorities in Nepal imme-
diately

A
deployed a
large number of personnel
from the Armed Police
Force, including 10 divers,
Nepal Police, and the
Nepali Army, to the acci-
dent site. However, the
steep terrain made it diffi-

cult for rescuers to reach
the crashed bus and carry
out the rescue operation.
In the initial stages, the
rescue personnel had res-

__. cued 16 people from

<% the accident site and
recovered 14 bod-
% iesof the deceased.
. By 4:25 PM, six

j}j more people had
: é‘%‘ been rescued,

_and five addi-
tional bodies
were recov-

‘ ered, bringing the death toll

to 19 and the number of
injured to 22. However, the
toll continued to rise as six
of the injured receiving
treatment at Abu Khaireni
Hospital succumbed to
their injuries, along with
one person in Bharatpur
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Hospital and another at the
accident site, bringing the
total number of fatalities to
27, with 16 others still in-
jured. Initially, twelve of
the injured were airlifted to
Kathmandu's Tribhuvan
University Teaching Hos-
pital for further treatment,
while four others at the
Abu Khaireni Hospital
were flown later in the
evening. This bus accident
on the Nepali highways
comes on the heels of the
July 12 incident, where
two passenger buses car-
rying 51 passengers were
swept away by a landslide
into the Trishuli River in the
Simaltal area along the
Narayanghat-Mugling
road section in Chitwan
district.




DSP
Kumar Raya, spokesper-
son for the District Police
Office in Tanahun, said the
accident occurred at
around 11:30 am. “The
passenger bus fell from
Aaina Pahara, Anbu
Khaireni-2, into the
Marsyangdi River,” DSP
Raya said. The passengers
on the ill-fated bus were
part of a larger group of
104 Indian pilgrims from
Bhusal village in Jalgaon
district of India’s
Maharashtra State. They
had arrived in Nepal two
days earlier for a 10-day
tour, MyRepublica re-
ported. The group, travel-
ing in three buses, had
reached Pokhara on Au-

h i S (Sl
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gust 21 and stayed there
at Hotel Sports Nepal for
two days before heading
to Kathmandu on Friday
morning. Tragically, one of
these buses met with an
accident, according to po-
lice officials. Madhav
Prasad Paudel, chief of the
Armed Police Force
(APF) Battalion in
Kurintar, said that most of
the passengers traveling in
the three buses were fami-
lies and relatives. Those
confirmed dead till Friday
evening include 15 females
and 11 males, at Anbu
Khaireni Hospital. Simi-
larly, one child died at a
Chitwan-based hospital,
according to Chief District
Officer of Tanahun,
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Janardan Gautam.

Among the survi-
vors, 12 injured passengers
were airlifted by a Nepali
Army helicopter to
Kathmandu later in the af-
ternoon. They are cur-
rently receiving treatment
at the TU Teaching Hos-
pital in Maharajgunj. The
army helicopter continued
to shuttle between the ac-
cident site and Kathmandu
to transport the injured and
provide medical assis-
tance.



News ﬂ

1AF, Army conduct ﬁvst—ever pava—drop of world's ﬁvst

portafo le hosp ital at 15,000 feet

I ndian Air Force % T l
(IAF) and In- "
“’r‘fk" .

dian Army have
jointly carried l 4
il

out a first-of- ¢
its-kind precise para-drop
operation of the Aarogya
Maitri Health Cube at a
high-altitude area close to
15,000 feet. These criti- ;
cal trauma care cubes l
have been indigenously
developed under Project
BHISHM (Bharat Health
Initiative for Sahyog Hita
and Maitri), an official
statement said. The IAF
utilised its advanced tac-
tical transport aircraft C-

=z

130J Super Hercules, to
airlift and precisely para-
drop the cube. The Indian
Army’s Para Brigade,
known for its operational
acumen and agility,
played an instrumental
role in the successful de-
ployment of the trauma

care cube, utilising their
advanced precision drop
equipment. The operation
was conducted in line
with the government's
vision of providing criti-
cal supplies to Humani-
tarian Aid and Disaster

tion underscored the ca-
pability  of  such
specialised military as-
sets to effectively sup-
port HADR operations,
even in the most remote
and mountainous regions.
The successful para-drop

areas. This demonstra-

and deployment of the
BHISHM trauma care
cube exemplified the syn-
ergy and jointness of the
Armed Forces and un-
derscored the commit-
ment to providing timely
& effective assistance as
first responders.

Relief (HADR) affected

Ministry of Home Affairs creates 3 new districts in Ladakh

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on Monday de-
cided to create five new districts in the Union Territory
of Ladakh.The new districts are Zanskar, Drass, Sham,
Nubra and Changthang. Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, on X platform, said, "In pursuit of PM Shri
@narendramodi Ji's vision to build a developed and pros-
perous Ladakh, the MHA has decided to create five
new districts in the union territory. The new districts,
namely Zanskar, Drass, Sham, Nubra and Changthang,
will take the benefits meant for the people to their door-
steps by bolstering governance in every nook and
cranny." "The Modi government is committed to creat-
ing abundant opportunities for the people of Ladakh,"
Shah said.
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yiv is due to wel-
come Indian
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
on August 23, on
the eve of Ukrainian Inde-
pendence Day, and just
over a month after
Modi visited Moscow.
His visit is sure to
envoke mixed feelings
among his Ukrainian
hosts. India has perse-
vered in maintaining close
ties to Russia despite the
full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022,
at the cost of significant ir-
ritation to Kyiv and its al-
lies. While Modi has called
for peace, he has also re-
fused to directly hold the
Kremlin responsible for
the war. This was also il-

A

lustrated during Modi's trip
to Russia in July and his
meeting with President
Vladimir Putin, which co-
incided with Moscow's
deadly at-

on a Ukrainian
children's hospital. The In-
dian prime minister re-

sponded with a carefully
worded comment. "When
innocent children are
killed, the

auud
Y

heart
bleeds and that pain
is very terrifying," Modi
said at the time.

First visit of Indian
leader to Ukraine in

decades

In turn, Ukraine's
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy described
Modi's visit to Russia as a

_"disappointment.” "It is a

huge disappointment and
a devastating blow to
peace efforts to see the
leader of the world's
largest democracy hug
the world's most
bloody criminal in
Moscow on such a
day,"” Zelenskyy
wrote online.

Now, Modi is set to
make his first visit to
Ukraine since the war be-
gan in February 2022, and
the first visit by an Indian
leader to Ukraine for
about 30 years. "India has
substantive and indepen-
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former Indian ambassador,
and a distinguished fellow
at the Gateway House
think tank, told DW. "In-
dia wants to expand, con-
solidate and maintain its
ties with Russia," he said,
adding that New Delhi
was not concerned that
the Kyiv visit could jeop-
ardize India's relations with
Moscow.
Tiptoeing between US,
Russia, China

Military, trade and
diplomatic ties between
Russia and India already
run deep. India purchases
over 40% of its oil and 60%
of its armaments from
Russia, and also imports
significant amounts of
coal, fertilizer, vegetable

n News

dent ties with both Russia
and Ukraine and these
partnerships stand on their
own," Tanmaya Lal, Sec-
retary (West) at the Indian
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) told reporters
during a media briefing on
Monday.
India wants peace talks
Experts say that
this visit is a balancing act
for India, which also gives
New Delhi a chance to
urge peace negotiations.
But Indian diplomacy has
to maintain a difficult bal-
ance. "Russia is a long-
term traditional ally and
Ukraine also has had very
friendly relations with In-
dia. It is a difficult task to
manage this, especially
because Ukraine has re-
ceived strong support from
the West, with which In- N\
dia also has good rela- ' \
tions," Rajiv Bhatia,

L™ By
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oil and precious metals.
The fact that Russia is be-
ing shunned by the West
over the Ukraine invasion
is working in India's favor,
as it motivates Moscow to
pursue even closer ties.
Also, New Delhi is wary
that alienating Moscow
could push Russia closer
to China, which is India's
major rival in Asia. Com-
plicating the geopolitical
calculation even further,
the US and other Western
countries are irritated by

Modi's Russia-friendly
stance and by his meeting
with Putin. However, the
West also doesn't want In-
diato lose this influence in
Moscow, as India could
serve as a counterbalance
to China when trying to
sway the Kremlin.

What will Modi do in
Kyiv?

"India will try to
project itself as a peace-
maker and engage in hu-
manitarian assistance,"
Amit Julka, an assistant

professor of International
Relations at Ashoka Uni-
versity, told DW. "Despite
India's closeness to the
US, there are undercur-
rents of suspicion. The
Ukraine visit will also serve
as damage control in
terms of the optics. While
it enjoys close ties with
Russia, India does not
want to alienate the West,"
Julka said. India's Foreign
Ministry said that New
Delhi would not unveil a
peace plan in Kyiv, but In-

dia was ready to support
the negotiation of a peace
settlement.

What else is on the
agenda?

Apart from
Russia's war on Ukraine,
there are several other
items on that Modi will
likely discuss with
Ukraine's  President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
"Defense and economic
cooperation, and the role
of India in the eventual re-
building of post-war
Ukraine will also be dis-
cussed," said former am-
bassador Bhatia. "Modi is
also likely to express grati-
tude towards the Ukrai-
nian government for their
help in evacuating Indian
students after the war
broke out," he added. The
Indian Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs says there are
about 21,000 Indian stu-
dents currently enrolled in
Ukrainian universities.
With full-scale war break-
ing out in 2022, India,
Ukraine and Poland
worked together to evacu-
ate most of them in a push
dubbed "Operation
Ganga."
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